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During the May 2015 SPng conference in Hawthorn, Dennis Burke noticed this building located at 349 

ñCò street in Hawthorn.  It  appears to be a  very small 19th century railroad depot.  We believe it has 

been moved to this site from somewhere else.  It is not the known Hawthorn Carson & Colorado depot. 

 

The owner believes it was ñChinese worker housingò  (this might have been its last use as a railroad build-

ing, but it does not resemble purpose built railroad worker housing). 

 

There were three railroads in the area, the C&C, later Southern Pacific which served the town of Haw-

thorne from 1881 to 1905, the Tonopah, later Tonopah and Goldfield, which was built in 1904, and ran 

within 60 miles, and the Nevada Copper Belt, which served the Yerrington and the Mason Valley and 

connected with the SP line at Wabasha. 

 

Paint evidence strongly suggests that this could be a Central Pacific building from the  mid to late 1870ôs, 

not repainted after 1907.  We assume it was moved a location along the C&C from the Central Pacific 

during the Tonopah boom.  We do not know enough about T&G or NCB paint practice to associate or 

rule out those railroads. 

 

Please note that this is private property.  While weathered and in need of work, the building is well se-

cured.  Neighbors are looking after the property. 
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Construction Details and Measurements 

 
The building is 12ô wide by 30ô long, of board and batten construction.  The boards are rough pine (not 

Douglas Fir or Redwood) suggesting locally sources material. 

 

It is divided into three rooms, each with its own door. 

 

The building has a railroad style insulator over the center front door, suggesting that it housed a telegra-

pherôs instrument. 

 

The building once had a ground level wooden board platform around it (based on weathering patterns) 

  

 

ñWestò  or left gable end.  End window, this end only.  

Note the return on the corbel.   






